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Example Outline Template of Writing a Statement of Purpose 

I. Information About Self 

My profound interest in world affairs informs my interest in pursuing a post-graduate degree 

in Political Science. Majoring in the Structure of Governments during my final year as an 

undergraduate student made me interested in the sphere of Political Science. Moreover, my several 

trips to Washington, D.C., have served to intensity my motivation to take this course. In particular, a 

visit to Capitol Hill gave me the impression that it is men and women who take courage to join 

politics that, ultimately, shape the destinies of communities and countries. In this sense, my 

application for admission into the Political Science program is part of my journey into the world of 

politics. 

II. Purpose of Writing 

My reason for applying for admission into the Master’s Degree in Political Science is that 

my background in International Relations, despite its theoretical strength, has minimal implications 

on my desire to join politics. Indeed, the program has exposed me to politically intense fields, such 

as conflict resolution and peacekeeping. However, it does not provide a direct platform for engaging 

with political affairs at the grassroots. I believe such involvement requires a keen understanding of 

the dynamics that shape political persuasions in local communities. I understand that the Political 

Science program has modules that involve exposing students to legislative caucuses to provide them 

with real-life experiences in the political sphere. 

III. The Essence of a Program 

I firmly believe that I am the student that the university and the faculty wish to see admitted 

to the Political Science program. Besides having a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations, I 

have also completed a two-year internship with the Office of the US Senator for Illinois. I must 

admit this experience was tremendous in influencing my desire to pursue a political career. In my 

undergraduate thesis, I focused on the dynamics that inhibit the normalization of diplomatic 

relations between the United States and North Korea. I reflected on the history of hostility between 

these two countries and how domestic politics have played a significant role in informing political 

chest-thumping in any process intended to create normalcy in diplomacy between the two states. My 

paper, “Empty Rhetoric as Political Propaganda,” which I published on my blog during my 

internship, has received broad readership and made me a guest in several gatherings by political 

lobby groups. This is to say that I have managed to build a strong presence in the state political 

environment, which has motivated me to pursue further education, this time in Political Science. The 

Senator for Illinois, whom I served diligently, has become an influential voice in my life and stands 

out as one of my mentors and role models. Based on my outstanding service during my internship, 

his office has written a recommendation letter for me, which is available at the faculty’s request. 

IV. Future Plans 

Looking into the future, I intend to be a key figure in state politics, and I believe the Political 

Science program will elevate me to that pedestal. My long-term career goal is to be the Senator of 

Illinois, my home state. In this position, I will be able to practically influence public policy in 

Washington, D.C., for the positive outcome of my constituents and the country at large. I believe 

this intention exemplifies the American Dream. 


