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The Great Gatsby and the Great War

. Introduction

The Great War was a significant moment of disruption of order in different parts of the
world. In the United States, the government conscripted young, energetic citizens to military
service and sent them to Europe, the War’s battleground. In his masterpiece, The Great Gatshy,
F. Scott Fitzgerald makes a case of the devastating effects of the Great War on Americans’ lives,
noting how Gatsby, the novel’s main character, lost his lover Daisy and sunk into depression

upon returning home.

I1. Body Paragraphs

A. Background Information on the Great War

The Great War made many American youths leave everything they held dear, including
their families and loved ones, to fight a battle in an unfamiliar battleground. By considering the
fact that a majority were conscripted into the military service, the whole experience altered their
lives inexplicably. In this case, the European terrain was terrible, with many soldiers being
forced to launch offensive and defensive strategies in conditions that defied human dignity.
Moreover, Bloom (2010) blames this experience for driving many Americans insane after
returning home. What is more shocking or annoying is that the government took no initiative to
help the veterans live a dignified life. The novel states how many ended up living in deplorable

conditions, even unable to afford basic amenities. Hence, the story of Gatsby is heartbreaking.
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B. Gatsby

When Gatsby went to fight in Europe, he was unexpectedly separated from his lover
Daisy. Although they corresponded regularly via letters, Daisy eventually got tired of waiting
and married Tom Buchanan. In this respect, the Great War cost Gatsby the love of his life. Even
more heartbreaking is that after returning home, Gatsby, who was supposed to be an American
hero, could not afford to buy civilian clothes. Then, the novel talks of how he struggled to
survive from day to day, still dressed in his military attire. On one occasion, Meyer Wolfshiem
offered him lunch, and it is said that Gatsby “ate more than four dollars’ worth of food in half an
hour” (Bloom, 2010, p. 179). In turn, this description paints a picture of an individual whose
dignity has been taken away from him. Therefore, whether it is by the government or

circumstances is a matter of personal opinion.

C. Results of War

Nonetheless, what is clear from this sad story is that the Great War destroyed Gatsby’s
life. Basically, with no money or decent living, he could not attract Daisy, even if she was still
single. In turn, Gatsby’s story is the story of many Americans whose youth was forcefully taken

away, and their adulthood spent in want.

[11. Conclusion

Despite the necessity of the Great War, Fitzgerald paints it as a period in world history
that brings back many bad memories for many Americans. In particular, Americans that the
government forcefully sent to the battleground lost not only their youth but also many things that
they held dear. For Gatsby, his service to the nation cost him his relationship with Daisy and
took away his pride. Moreover, spending months with his military attire, because he could not

afford civilian clothes, was a low moment for him. In turn, by reading Fitzgerald’s masterpiece,
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one can only conclude that fighting in the Great War was a great price to pay for many young

Americans.
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