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Example of Writing a Rhetorical Analysis Essay on the Topic “Death Penalty” 

I. Introduction Sample for a Rhetorical Analysis Essay on “Death Penalty” 

The book “The Death Penalty,” authored by Garrett and Kovarsky, provides suitable 

explanations on the death penalty’s effectiveness to promote justice. In particular, the authors use 

logos and pathos appeals to provide suitable explanations. Because Garrett and Kovarsky present 

details that appeal to readers’ reasoning and emotional senses, they justify the legality of using 

the death penalty for first-degree murders.  

II. Example of a Body Paragraph in a Rhetorical Analysis Essay on “Death Penalty” 

Garrett and Kovarsky rely on pathos and logos appeals to justify applying the United 

States’ death sentence. According to Garrett and Kovarsky (2018), criminal justice requires first-

degree murders to receive a death penalty sentence for violating the victim’s right to life. 

Basically, this statement appeals to the reader’s emotions because it brings into context the rights 

of the people killed in cold blood. In turn, Garrett and Kovarsky (2018) maintain that people 

convicted with the death penalty receive an opportunity to make their appeals before execution. 

Moreover, such claims appeal to the reader’s logic because all criminals have a chance to express 

themselves and seek intervention when they feel that the court violated their rights. Hence, 

Garrett and Kovarsky rely on healthy emotional and logical appeals to justify using the death 

penalty. 

III. Conclusion Sample for a Rhetorical Analysis Essay on “Death Penalty” 

Though many thinkers disagree on the death penalty’s effectiveness, Garrett and 

Kovarsky use strong emotional and logical appeals to prove otherwise. In turn, these two authors 

present details that appeal to readers’ rational and emotional senses to justify the legitimacy of 

using the death penalty for first-degree murders. As a result, the strategy motivates people to 

change their attitude toward the topic. 

 


