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Example of Writing a Dialectic Essay
Topic: Divorce and Its Effects on the Family
I. Introduction Sample of a Dialectic Essay
Marriages in the 21st century are disintegrating at an early stage. Basically, children are
bystanders in divorce, but the breaking of the family affects them to a large extent. In turn,
divorce improves the quality of parenting and sustains a healthy home environment.
II. Examples of Body Paragraphs in a Dialectic Essay
A. The Main Argument
There is no significant difference in the children’s level of happiness. According to the
American Family Organization (2020), the disparity in the happiness index of children from a
nuclear family and children of divorced parents is decreasing steadily with an all-time low of
0.001 in the 2019 national family survey. Moreover, the children of divorced families feel loved
and safe despite living in a home with only one parent at a time. Hence, divorce is not a
determining factor in creating an ideal home environment.
B. Counterargument
Divorce affects the ability of parents to play their roles in childrearing effectively. For
example, Jones (2020) found that the probability of divorced parents to fulfill traditional
parenting roles is 0.65. Based on this finding, it is apparent that divorced parents cannot engage
in effective parenting at all times when compared to the parents in a traditional nuclear family
setup. Accordingly, divorce places additional strain on parenting and the home environment.
C. Critique of a Counterargument
The maintenance of a broken marriage shows no inherent value to parenting. For
instance, Potter’s (2020) study provides evidence that resentment build-up in unhappy marriages
and the transference of these feelings to children impairs parenting. Moreover, resentment hurts
both parents and children. In turn, the opportunity cost associated with the protection of the
nuclear family structure is too high.
III. Conclusion Sample of a Dialectic Essay
The nuclear family structure cannot survive the stress caused by unhappy partners.
Moreover, there is no need for parents to force a marriage if the marriage is unsalvageable. Thus,
divorce is the right choice because it offers the most protection to the children’s interests.

