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Example of Writing an Ethics Essay 

Topic – Euthanasia: It is Ethical? 

I. Introduction Sample of an Ethics Essay 

Terminal illness is a condition of profound pain and suffering for those affected, 

including the patients and their families. Today, some scientists support euthanasia, the aspect of 

assisting terminally ill patients in ending their lives. While health professionals should do 

everything to help their patients to avoid suffering, assisting them in ending their lives is 

unethical and immoral. 

II. Examples of Body Paragraphs in an Ethics Essay 

A. Argument 

Life is a sacred thing, and no human being has any justification for ending it, regardless 

of whose it is. For example, the premise of a debate about euthanasia, which refers to assisted 

suicide, is the prevalence of terminal illnesses that subject individuals to a life of pain, suffering, 

and dependence. Without any hope of recovery, some individuals have opted to end their lives 

through the help of their loved ones or health professionals. While there is every reason to 

empathize with these individuals’ fate, there is no basis for supporting their desire to end their 

lives. In turn, the sanctity of life does not allow human beings to end life, no matter the 

circumstances. 

B. Counterargument 

If there seems to be no hope of recovery, ending life is counterproductive in an age of 

significant scientific and technological advancements. Basically, scientists are working round the 

clock to find cures to incurable diseases that have proven to be a threat to humanity. For 

example, today, smallpox is no longer a threat because a cure is found (Persson, 2010). 
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Therefore, the fact that there may be no cure for a disease today does not mean that there will not 

be a cure tomorrow. Naturally, human beings rely on hope to overcome moments of darkness, 

such as a terminal illness diagnosis. Nonetheless, it is the effort of the scientific community that 

has always bring hope to humanity. In this light, there is no ethical or moral justification for 

euthanasia. 

C. Rebuttal 

Euthanasia is not only a solution to terminal illness but also a sign of hopelessness and 

despair. When patients take the root of assisted suicide, it means that they give up on looking for 

alternatives in dealing with a problem. In this case, the fact that a terminal illness does not have a 

cure does not imply that it cannot be managed. Moreover, individuals who love a terminally ill 

person, such as family members and friends, hope to spend more time with them before an 

inevitable time happens. As such, terminally ill patients should use their families and health 

professionals to live longer. In essence, this aspect reflects true humanity – standing firm and 

determining amid of insurmountable odds. On that truth alone, euthanasia is an idea that deserves 

no thought or attention. 

III. Conclusion Sample of an Ethics Essay 

There is nothing more devastating than a terminal illness diagnosis. Basically, such news 

punctures the hope of many individuals, families, and communities. Nonetheless, patients should 

not lose hope and despair to the point of wanting to end their lives because of being diagnosed 

with a terminal illness. Because life is sacred and there is always a higher probability of medical 

breakthroughs in an age of scientific and technological advancement, euthanasia is an unethical 

and immoral solution to a terminal illness.  
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