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Abstract 

Scholars develop different conceptions of the term “war on terror.” Basically, some 

scholars argue that the United States uses the war on terror to control the weaker nations. In this 

case, the current research examined whether the war on terror is a civil war. Then, a review of 

relevant literature was an effective method of gathering the necessary data. In turn, study results 

show that the United States uses the war on terror to protect citizens’ rights, which proves the 

alternative hypothesis to be a valid statement. 
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Research Topic: Is the “War on Terror,” a Global Civil War? 

I. Sample of a Term Paper’s Introduction 

The term war on terror became standard after the extremist attacks of September 11, 

2001. Basically, President George W. Bush’s government confirmed a global campaign that 

involved open and secret military actions, new security lawmaking, and determinations to block 

extremism’s sponsoring, among other factors. In this case, the movement rallied for support from 

other countries, which willingly joined in the fight against terrorism. Although most scholars 

argue that the war on terror is an American strategy to control other countries, civil war theories 

prove otherwise. 

Hypotheses: 

H0 – The United States uses the war on terror to control other countries. 

H1 – The United States uses the war on terror to protect the rights of the citizens. 

II. Example of Body Paragraphs for a Term Paper 

A. Literature Review 

Different theories of civil wars prove that persistent rebel groups that engage in criminal 

activities. For example, some of the civil war philosophies include motivation and feasibility, 

ideas of rebellion, organization of the uprising, and evidence on the causes, among other factors 

(Kimbrough & Sheremeta, 2019). In turn, these theories prove that civil war results from the 

emergence and persistence of a rebel army. Moreover, motivation and feasibility theories argue 

that rebels with excessive power engage in terrorism. Hence, persistent rebel groups engage in 

terrorism as a way of addressing their interests. 

B. Methodology 

A review of relevant literature is a suitable method for gathering the necessary data for 

the essay. According to Reale et al. (2017), a literature review is an effective method for 

gathering information for research papers in history and other social sciences. Therefore, 

reviewing scholarly sources related to civil war and terrorism will contribute towards gathering 

the necessary data. 

C. Results 

Standard game theory shows that economic grievances lead to terrorism. According to 

traditional game theory, economic dissimilarities in the community motivate some people to 

engage in crime (Kimbrough & Sheremeta, 2019). In this case, the less productive but healthy 

groups tend to participate in violence against industrious but weak groups. Besides, such conflict 

levels undermine the fairness, equity, or coercion, depending on the analyst’s political 

standpoint. Hence, economic grievances motivate some groups to engage in terrorism. 
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D. Discussion 

Study findings show that the United States targets specific terror groups since their 

predatory behavior in a country or region leads to adverse economic and social outcomes. In this 

case, militant groups lead to redistribution-through-violence when productive and weak agents 

engage in defensive actions. Moreover, militant groups engage in activities that cause other 

people to reiterate. In turn, research results from such activities include reciprocated hatred that 

inflicts harm to innocent citizens. Hence, the United States participates in peacekeeping missions 

that can lower the negative impacts of such conflicts. 

III. Conclusion Sample in a Term Paper 

Most scholars argue that the war on terror is an American strategy to control other 

countries. In this case, different theories on civil wars prove that terrorism results from 

grievances and economic interests of some specific groups. Moreover, such activities destabilize 

the economic and social welfare of ordinary citizens. Thus, citizens focus on such terror groups 

intending to protect citizens of the affected countries.  
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